garden asparagus is thought originally to be native in eastern Europe or western Asia, perhaps in or near the Caucasus, although it is widely naturalised inland and on the coast."
But wild asparagus is becoming increasingly rare. It is found only on the coasts of northern Spain, northwestern France, Belgium, the Netherlands, the UK and Ireland. And some of the known populations comprise as few as ten plants.
The links between wild and garden asparagus are perhaps heightened, however, by the practice of many growers to add salt to the soil to help inhibit bacterial infection of the roots of garden asparagus. The limit of wild asparagus to extreme coastal fringes may result from salt spray limiting bacterial infection in the roots.
Many sites where the species has been previously recorded no longer harbour plants. The greatest stronghold appears to be in the dunes at Ballyteige Burrows in southeast Ireland where an estimated 10,000 plants still survive.
Wild asparagus is becoming increasingly rare... some of the known populations comprise as few as ten plants.
But the survey highlights the ongoing difficulty of surveying and protecting species of conservation concern. The plant has different male and female forms so both are necessary in a population for reproduction. It is dispersed by birds eating the large red berries that are not regularly produced by the female flowers. It needs suitable habitat for the seeds to germinate and it grows in some of the most inaccessible areas of cliffs that make survey almost impossible.
Rich and his colleagues describe the efforts under way to bolster wild asparagus. In Britain the aim is to make all populations self-sustaining, with plants of both sexes and a healthy age structure, and the hope is that it will be able to spread to other sites without intervention. But this will be a tall order for a relative of one of our most revered food plants and flags up the broader challenge of protecting rare and endangered plants.
Darwin, the husband of Josiah Wedgwood's eldest child Susannah and the father of Charles Darwin, for the family home in Shrewsbury. It was subsequently manufactured in blue, becoming one of the most striking of these printed botanical designs.
But the museum is now in trouble because of demands of a pension debt left at the company when it went into bankruptcy. New owners have taken over the brand, and the trust that manages the museum was forced into receivership this spring, although it remains open to the public.
A law introduced to protect the former factory workers means that the museum's trust may be forced to sell its collection later this year to help meet the company's shortfall. The display of some famous links between the Darwins and the Wedgwoods may end up out of public view and in private hands. 
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